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All the celebrations are over for another year and I hope everyone enjoyed their 
break and had a pleasant Christmas and New Year. 
 
The shed out the back is coming along, though creating waterproofing problems 
which are being slowly fixed. The new timber just in is American Tulip Wood which is 
a hardwood with a good grain to it and will be cut as soon as possible. 
 
We have had a good number of membership enquiries which have resulted in some 
new members and welcome to those who have joined, I hope your time with our club 
is an enjoyable one. 
 
The Stitches and Craft Show at Rosehill is coming up in early March and another two 
things to keep in mind are the Richard Raffan Demonstration in Maitland for which 
you will find all details concerning this on the Notice Board which includes phone 
numbers etc. The other item is Guilio Marcalongo, coming to the Club on Sunday 17th 
April for our Maxi Day. There will be a demonstration on 17th and a hands on 
Workshop which will be on Saturday 16th April. There is a limited number of spaces 
for the workshop, 8 to 10 people. We all know Guilio is a great value for money 
demonstrator so let’s see as many members as possible turn up on both days. 
 
Please keep in mind... please, DON’T bring any timber at all to the Club as we are 
struggling to cut and sort what we have already. 
 
Thanks everyone and Happy New Year to all. 
 
Happy Turning 
BOB YOUNG 
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President: Bob Young (0408760131) 

Vice Presidents:  Paul de Belle and 

David Searle 

Secretary: Alan Eipper 

Treasurer: Paul Collins 

Grants Officer & Membership Secretary:  

Raymond Saich 

Catering Officer: Fiona Deane 

Librarian: Gary Hansell 

Editor: Ron Fathers 

ron1947@optusnet.com.au 

Assistant Editor: James (Jimmy) Singh 

Jimmy-Woodturner@hotmail.com 

Webmaster: Lindsay McEwen 

Lcmcewen@optusnet.com.au 

Training Co-ordinator: Ron Devine 

Trainers: Graham Dawes, Rod Brown and 

Alan Phelps 

Shop Managers:  

Paul Collins (JP) and Bob Young 

Stores, Equipment & Maintenance: 

Manny Farrugia, Dave Matthews,  

Graham Dawes (JP) 

Welfare Officer: Steve Attard 

s.attard84@gmail.com 

If you have any problems or information 

concerning the club please contact any of 

the above committee members.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mon-Thurs:  8:30am – 4pm     $5 

Friday Nights:  5pm – 9pm        $3 

 

Third Saturday of the month: 

9am – 3pm                           $5 

20th February 

19th March 

Contact: Liam Healy – 0411560984 

 

Ladies Day – Second Saturday of 

the month:   $5 

13th February 

12th March 

Contact: Anna Dawes – 96386995 

tandawes@optusnet.com.au 

 

Maxi Day – Third Sunday of the 

month: 

From 9:30am (Lunch included)  $6 

21st February  

Kim Melit - Leather Work 

20th March 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Second Tuesday of the month – 

7pm 

8th March 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Michelle 
Rowland MP,   The 
member for 
Greenway, for her 
continued support 
which includes the 
printing of this 
newsletter 
 

 

 

Shop items 

Triple “P”  

Friction Polish  

Sanding Sealer  

Sandpaper  

Club Shirts  

Dust jackets  

Club Badges  

Pen Kits  

Pen Blanks – Acrylics  

Many more items also 

available  

 

Shop Trading Hours 

Mon-Thurs: 9am – 10:30am 

    12:45 – 1:30pm 

Friday nights: 7pm – 7:30pm 

See Paul Collins or Bob Young 

for more details 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FOR SALE 

Members don’t forget we have 
a lot of Cherry, Sapele, Walnut, 
European Oak and Alder bench 
tops for sale at the club! 

FREE CORIAN 
White - 12mm and 20mm thick         
Black - 12mm thick  

Gray -   12mm thick 

Club Badges 
 Any Member who hasn’t 
received their name tag yet 
or if you just need a new 
one, please let me know 
and I will make you one as 
soon as I can. 
                           Jimmy Singh 

J
i
m

mailto:Lcmcewen@optusnet.com.au
mailto:s.attard84@gmail.com
mailto:tandawes@optusnet.com.au
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Happy Birthday to all our members this month. 

We hope you have a great day with many more to 

come. 

Mehmet Colpan  Steve Creighton 

Graham Dawes  Fiona Deane 

Anthony Dec  Thomas Ellison 

Manny Farrugia  Wayne Hipwell 

Hans Loomans  David Malcolm 

Allan Perry  Tony Simiana 

George Wells 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome to all our new members this month. We 

hope your stay is both long and rewarding 

Jayden Nightingale Marc Parsek 

Martin Charlesworth 

  

 
 

 
Members! 

We now have some more wood for sale. So please 
come in and buy it now as it won’t last long at these 
prices. There are many varieties for you to choose from 
and they include: 
Huon Pine , Sassafrass, Jarrah, Red Gum, Olive, African 
Olive, Yellow Wood, Sheoak, Silky Oak, Jacarandra, 
Swamp Maghony, White Cedar, Camphor, Tallow 
Wood, Norfolk Pine, London Plane, Iron Bark. 

Pens Wanted for the Troops 
Can members please make and 
donate any pens for the troops. 
Please give them to the convenor on 
your day.  
Thankyou so much!           
                   Editors 

Welfare 
To the committee and members of 
Western Sydney Woodturners 
wishing all a happy, safe and 
prosperous new year, to the 
members who have been ill over the 
break wishing you a speedy recovery 
and hope you’re back turning ASAP 
also the members who have lost 
loved ones may they rest in peace 
and many sympathies to you and your 
family. If anyone in the club is unwell 
or has had a family passing please 
advise myself via email 
s.attard84@gmail.com until next time 
happy turning and stay safe. 

Steve Attard 
 

 

  

 
Bunning BBQ’s 

Seven Hills – 7am to 4pm 
 Saturday 27th February  

 Saturday 16th April 

 Saturday 23rd July 

 Monday 3rd October 

 

Stitches and Craft Show 
Rosehill Racecourse – 10am to 4:30pm 

 Wednesday 2nd March – Setup day 

 Thursday 3rd March to Sunday 6th March  

 

Linnwood House 
Guildford – 11am to 4pm (Setup 8:30am) 

 Sunday 13th March  
 

Trend Timbers – Open Days 
Mulgrave – 9am to 4pm (Demos ONLY) 

 Friday 15th and Saturday 16th  
 
 
 

 Any members interested in going to these events 
please put your name on the clipboards at the club 
 

 MEMBERS – WE REALLY NEED MORE 
CHARITY BOWLS! So PLEASE make as 
many as you can  

 

mailto:s.attard84@gmail.com
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B S FROM THE BUSH 
 

Welcome to 2016 

 Hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and the New Year has started well. 
Saying that seems a little late as I am writing this the day after Australia day. 
Christmas being a time for families, we were happy to have the family here and the 
grandkids stayed an extra week (lost all the weight we put on at Christmas very 
quickly) but very enjoyable. 

What does the New Year bring to the Club? Always looking for new ideas so if you 
have any, please annoy the management and, of course, you will be willing to work 
to get it up and going. 

It is summer and the hot weather has been with us but I must say we have been far 
more comfortable this year than the last.  Air conditioning, room to move and more 
storage space makes life a lot easier. Just before Christmas I had a chance to get 
stuck into the showroom finishing off the cornice and architraves, swinging doors 
etc. and Chris has been busy painting, so we are almost there and guess what, I will 
be back turning. 

The last few days we have had Andy Tappouras with us. He has just left so now I can 
satisfy the Editor with this report. We went to the Aussie day celebrations 
yesterday, in the local park and it made me feel real good as the number of people 
Chris and I have got to know surprised me. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Australia Day Celebrations                                       Putting Andy to work 

 

Hope everyone has a good 2016 and will catch up with you all soon. 

Make Love not War. (If you can) 

                  Ken Vodden 

 



5 
 

Christmas Party 2015 
Last year’s Christmas party was held at Northmead Bowling Club. Going by the Workshop List it 

looked like there was not going to be many members attending, as it turned out about 44 

members and partners turned up for a nice meal, conversation and camaraderie. It was a hot day 

so the cold beverages at club prices were appreciated. Given that there are 140 odd members in 

the club, one could argue that the number is a little disappointing but I understand it is a busy 

time of the year. Wendy and I had double booked and went to two parties on the day. 

All the usual suspects were in attendance and it was a pleasure to meet some of the long suffering 

partners of members and some members I had not met before. Jill Catford made some lovely little 

Angel Charms for all the ladies, which were greatly appreciated. There was also table decorations 

to give it a festive feel I don’t know who was responsible for them but thank you.  

I hope everyone had a safe and Happy Christmas and New Year.             Cheers Liam Healy 

 
 
 
 
 
 

AUSTRALIA DAY DEMONSTATION FOR ROTARY 
The day started out under overcast skies and the day looked as if it might be a bit damp but as the 
day progressed it became a very pleasant day. 
Dave Matthews, Bob Young and Rohan McCardell arrived early at Third Settlement Park, Winston 
Hills to set up.  Rob Stewart and his wife arrived soon after followed by Alan Phelps and myself a 
short time later. 
We had a good display of various sale items, both members and charity items. 
Some members made some sales and we took about $50.00 in the charity box. 
Some of us had a go at making spinning tops, which as usual was popular with the kids, but some 
of us had a problem with keeping the work on the lathe. 
We had a steady stream of interested visitors in both our sale items and woodturning in general. 
There was bacon and egg sandwiches for breakfast with tea and coffee and some “Cocky’s Joy 
“was also supplied for those that wanted to try it later in the morning. 
A Citizenship Ceremony was held at approx 9.15am on the stage where the Toongabbie Music 
Group had performed. 
Other activities included, Local Historical Society, Bush Care Group that offered a guided walk at 
7.30 am and trees for a tree planting scheme, Indian Dance Group and Face Painting and other 
things for the kids. 
Sydney Antique Machinery Club had a display of old machinery and handmade steam engines one 
of which was giving the kids train rides. 
It all started to wind down after the ceremony but we still had a few people looking and then we 
started to pack up and were gone by 11.00am.  
Overall I think all those that participated had an enjoyable morning. 
                 Terry Boddy 
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Why We Live As Long as We Do 
 

We are now one month into the New Year so I thought it appropriate for you to understand why 
you live as long as you do and to establish where you are in your life span. 
 
On the first day God created the Cow. God said, “You must go to the field with the farmer all day 
long and suffer under the sun, have calves and give milk to support the farmer. I will give you a life 
span of sixty years.” 

The cow said, “That is a kind of though life you want me to live for sixty years. Let me have twenty 
years and I’ll give back the other forty.” God agreed. 

On the second day, God created the dog. God said, “Sit all day by the door of your house and bark 
at anyone who comes or walks past. I will give you a life span of twenty years.” 

The dog said. “That’s too long to be barking. Give me ten years and I’ll give back the other ten.” 

So God agreed. On the third day God created the monkey. God said, “Entertain people, do monkey 
tricks, make them laugh. I’ll give you a twenty year life span.” 

The monkey said, “How boring, monkey tricks for twenty years? I don’t think so. Dog gave you 
back ten, so that’s what I’ll do too, okay?” 

Again god agreed. 

On the fourth day God created man. God said, “Eat, sleep, play. Do nothing, just enjoy, enjoy. I’ll 
give you twenty years.” 

Man said, “What only twenty years? No way! Tell you what, I’ll take my twenty, and the forty cow 
gave back, and the ten dog gave back and the ten monkey gave back. That makes eighty, okay?” 

“Okay.” said God. “You’ve god a deal.” 

So this is why for the first twenty years you eat, sleep, play, enjoy and do nothing; for the next 
forty years you slave in the sun to support you family: for the next ten years you do monkey tricks 
to entertain your grandchildren; and for the last ten years you sit in the front of the house and 
bark at everybody. 

 

Quote of the month:  

Be careful about reading health books. You may die of a misprint. 

- Mark Twain 

 

Must Fly 

Woodchip  
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Tyrone 
Tyrone was having trouble in school. His teacher was always yelling at him, "You're driving me crazy, 
Tyrone, cant you learn anything!!? One day Tyrone's mother came to school to check on how he was 
doing. The teacher told her honestly, that her son was simply a disaster, getting very low marks, and 
that she had never seen such a stupid boy in her entire teaching career. The mom was so shocked at 
the feedback that she withdrew her son from school and moved out of Detroit, relocating to 
Cleveland.  
 
25 years later, the teacher was diagnosed with an almost incurable cardiac disease. All the doctors 
strongly advised her to have open heart surgery, which only one surgeon at the Cleveland Clinic could 
perform. Left with no other options, the teacher decided to have the operation, which was remarkably 
successful. 
 
 When she opened her eyes after the surgery she saw a handsome young doctor smiling down at her. 
She wanted to thank him, but could not talk. Her face started to turn blue, she raised her hand, trying 
to tell him something but quickly died. The doctor was shocked, wondering what went wrong so 
suddenly. Then he turned around and saw our friend Tyrone, a janitor in the Clinic, who had unplugged 
the life-support equipment in order to connect his vacuum cleaner. 
If you thought Tyrone had become a heart-surgeon, there is a high likelihood that you will vote for Bill 
Shorten. 

 

Seenager 
I have everything that I wanted as a teenager, only 60 years later. 
I don't have to go to school or work. 
I get an allowance every month. 
I have my own pad. 
I don't have a curfew. 
I have a driver's license and my own car. 
  
I have ID that gets me into bars and the wine store.  I like the wine store best. 
The people I hang around with are not scared of getting pregnant, they aren’t scared of anything, they 
have been blessed to live this long, why be scared 
And I don't have acne. 
 
Life is Good! Also, you will feel much more intelligent after reading this, if you are a Seenager. 
  
Brains of older people are slow because they know so much. People do not decline mentally with age, 
it just takes them longer to recall facts because they have more information in their brains, scientists 
believe this also makes you hard of hearing as it puts pressure on your inner ear.   
  
Much like a computer struggles as the hard drive gets full, so too, do humans take longer to access 
information when their brains are full. 
  
Researchers say this slowing down process is not the same as cognitive decline. The human brain 
works slower in old age, said Dr. Michael Ramscar, but only because we have stored more information 
over time.  The brains of older people do not get weak. On the contrary, they simply know more. 
 Also, older people often go to another room to get something and when they get there, they stand 
there wondering what they came for.  It is NOT a memory problem, it is nature's way of making older 
people do more exercise. 
  
SO THERE!! 
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THE OLD RANCHER 
The banker saw his old friend Tom, an eighty-year old rancher, in town.    
   
Tom had lost his wife a year or so before and rumour had it that he was marrying a 'mail order' 
bride.  
 
Being a good friend, the banker asked Tom if the rumour was true.  
 
Tom assured him that it was. The banker then asked Tom the age of his new bride to be.   
   
Tom proudly said, 'She'll be twenty-one in November.'   
   
Now the banker, being the wise man that he was, could see that the sexual appetite of a 
young woman could not be satisfied by an eighty-year- old man.  
 
Wanting his old friend's remaining years to be happy the banker tactfully suggested that Tom 
should consider getting a hired hand to help him out on the ranch, knowing nature would take 
its own course.  
 
Tom thought this was a good idea and said he would look for one that afternoon.  
 
About four months later, the banker ran into Tom in town again.  
 
'How's the new wife?', asked the banker.  
 
Tom proudly said, 'Good - she's pregnant.'  
 
The banker, happy that his sage advice had worked out, continued, 'And how's the hired 
hand?'  
 
Without hesitating, Tom said, 'She's pregnant too.'  
 
Don't ever underestimate old guys. 
 
  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Riddle For Seniors 
Today's riddle for seniors...Here is the situation: 
  You are on a horse, galloping at a constant speed. 
  On your right side is a sharp drop-off. 
  On your left side is an elephant traveling at the same speed as you. 
  Directly in front of you is a galloping kangaroo and your horse is unable to 
  overtake it. 
  Behind you is a lion running at the same speed as you and the kangaroo. 
  What must you do to get out of this highly dangerous situation?  
  .....answer....... 

   Quietly get off the merry-go-round and go home 
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WOODTURNING DEMONSTRATIONS 

RICHARD RAFFAN 
Saturday 2nd April 2016 

 
Registration from 8.00am – 8.30am, and finishing at 4pm 
Location: St Peters Anglican Church Hall, Banks St, East Maitland NSW 
- behind the historic Lands Office building on New England Highway 
Cost: $40. This includes lunch, tea, coffee etc 
Parking: Plenty of off-street parking 
Alternative Travel: A short walk from East Maitland Railway Station 
(some trains) or downhill from Victoria St Railway Station 
Content: During the day-long seminar Richard will demonstrate how 
he turns a range of bowls, boxes, and specific turning techniques, 

explaining in detail what is happening as work proceeds, how the cuts are made, and why.  You 
will see how this master craftsman overcomes the difficulties that confront all turners, learn about 
seasoning wood and gain an insight into professional turning practices including pricing and 
marketing.  
See Notice Board for more detail  
 
BOOKING INFORMATION:  
Numbers will be strictly limited so it will be first in, first served. All bookings must be made with 
Paul Brinkley - see details below. Booking confirmation will be provided once attendance fee has 
been deposited 

 
PAYMENT: 
Please contact Paul Brinkley directly for more information and details of payment method - 
cheque, cash, or direct deposit. 
Phone: (02) 4996 4091, or Email: brinkley01@bigpond.com 
 

 

GUILIO MARCOLONGO 

WORKSHOP/HANDS-ON DAY 

Saturday 16th April 2016 
Limited places are available for those wishing to 
turn in the workshop with Guilio on Saturday. Cost 
yet to be advised. If you are interested please put 
your name and phone number on the noticeboard 
list as an expression of interest. First in, first 
served. 
 
 

WOODTURNING DEMONSTRATION 
Sunday 17th April 2016, maxi day 

This is a great opportunity to see this well-known and experienced woodturner in action.  
More details soon.  
 

mailto:brinkley01@bigpond.com


10 
 

 
 
   

 
A Reminder about Workshop Safety 

We must all keep in mind the importance of WORKSHOP SAFETY. Please 
THINK and ACT responsibly at all times. 

It is up to all of us to fulfill our commitment by wearing at all times; 
 Dust masks 
 Protective glasses 
 Suitable clothing 
 Footwear 
 Ear protection 

It does not hurt to discuss safety with other members if they are not 
doing the right thing. 
REMEMBER.................       It is your body and your limbs...... 
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THE BACK PAGE 

ITEM 23            Identifying Shapes 

 

As a woodturner you begin by learning how to turn beads and coves to practice and to feel 

comfortable using your various tools. Most then move on to turning pens and bowls and seldom 

learn the many shapes that can be made in spindle turning and their names. The following is a 

brief description of some of those shapes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chamfer:  Often synonymous with ‘bevel’ its application can be used to soften corners   and 
edges. 

Spigot, Pin:  Fits into a socket to hold rungs into legs, legs into a seat, spindle turning into   
faceplate. 

Square:  Design feature using dressed all round (DAR) timber left unturned. 

Pommel Cut: Transitional shape between square and the turned design. Often a simple quarter 
or half cut bead or a lambs tongue. 

Lambs Tongue: An ogee shaped decorative element sometimes used as a pommel cut. 

Bead:   Convex and semicircular with ends at the same level. 

Cove, Hollow:  Concave section, not necessarily semicircular in outline. 

Scotia:   Also concave but from surfaces at different levels. 

Fillet:  Generally a narrow spacing between other features especially beads, coves, and 
ogees used to highlight and sharpen definition. 

Ogee:  Profile generally an ‘S’ shape incorporating both convex and concave curves with 
many variants possible. 

V-cut, Groove: Used to create a shadow line to accentuate other features. 

Quirk: A V-cut adding definition, a visual lead-in, to features such as beads when placed 
adjacent. 

 
 
Note. As in all professions there are many and varied opinions and ways of doing things. This is true of wood turning. These articles are the 
results of my reading article publications. 


